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Jim Dawson is one of the great singer/songwriters of our generation. After growing up in 
Texas, Kansas and Colorado, Jim joined the Navy in 1963. After a tour of duty on the 
USS Independence in the South China Sea, Jim returned from active duty in 1966 with a 
deep sadness about the war in Vietnam. As he did in his youth and his time in the Navy, 
Jim turned to music to find peace and reflection. He started writing and performing songs 
in and around Virginia Beach, VA. 

In 1968, JD moved to New York City and started playing the coffeehouse circuit. He 
joined a band called The Good Earth with Bill Swofford who would later call himself 
Oliver and have hits with "Good Morning Starshine" and "Jean". After some 
disagreements on the musical direction of the band, Jim left to peruse a solo career. 

When Kama Sutra/Buddha records released "Songman" in 1971, Jim’s solo career was 
finally on its way. The songs from "Songman" got steady airplay on New York’s 
underground FM stations like WNEW-FM and DJs like Pete Fornatale gave Jim a huge 
boost. "Simple Song" became an anthem for many listeners looking for some healing 
and gentleness after a decade of war and protest. 

Jim’s second album "You'll Never Be Lonely with Me" followed the same year and 
produced some of Jim's most memorable songs.  Soon after, successful producers Terry 
Cashman and Tommy West produced Jim’s next two albums were released on RCA. 
"Jim Dawson” and “Elephant in the Rain” are two of the classic albums in pop music 
history. The songs from these albums still bring cheers at Jim's shows and you can 
always see lot's of fans singing along. 

Jim started a series of “studio concerts” in his studio. Inviting fans to come by for a night 
of live music. Everything was carefully recorded with the studio equipment resulting in a 
“live” show with excellent sound. Jim was working now with Steven Donaghey on bass 
and Seth David Walter on keyboards. These sessions produced, "Therapy in Session: 
The Studio Concerts" that featured new versions of Dawson favorites and many new 
songs as well. Billboard magazine ran an article about this innovative approach to 
making CDs without involvement by the big music companies. 

Dawson started a website at this point and began marketing his CDs and music using 
the Internet. Jim’s fans had not forgotten him and like so many artists, he reconnected 
with many of them over the Internet. Jim’s site <http://www.jimdawson.com> gets about 
2,000 visitors a month from all over the world. 

The tragedies of 9/11 affected Jim deeply and he considered never performing again 
saying, “It just seemed so pointless”. Luckily for his fans, he had one solo scheduled 
appearance to fulfill and the energy between Jim and the audience that night gave him a 
new perspective on his music. “This is what I do. I was put here on this earth to sing my 
songs. It’s all I can do. This music helps people to heal and that helps me to heal.” 

Today, Jim is performing regularly in the NYC area. He just finished a new CD called 
"Little Off the Road Motel". His new songs are a wonderful blend of great melodies and 
perceptive lyrics. He is one of those rare songwriters that can successfully interpret our 
feelings as we continue to grow and grow older 
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